
John Henry Antes (1736 – 1820) 

John Henry Antes was born in 1736 to a prominent and active family in Pennsylvania.  The entire 

family was involved in the Revolutionary War.   

Col John Henry Antes (known as Henry) built a Fort on the Nippenose Creek which runs off the 

Susquehanna River.  This fort was a safe haven for settlers in the area and protection for the area’s grist 

mill which was also owned by Col. Antes.  Col. Antes was practically the lone defender of this fort and 

one of the earliest pioneers to have a positive effect on permanent settlement in the area.  This stockade 

fort was the center of military operations for months during not only the Indian raids but also from 

British raids. 

As skirmishes intensified, word was sent to Fort Antes that the inhabitants must evacuate the Fort and 

return to Fort Muncy for safety where there was military protection.  This evacuation was known as 

“the Great Runaway”. 

 


