DAR- Ursula Wolcott Black Swamp Chapter Minutes
May 2, 2020

This month’s meeting was a historic first for our chapter, due to the Coronavirus
“Stay at Home” order. The meeting was held via WebEX, a web conferencing and
videoconferencing application. Members were able to video conferencing or
audio through cell phones.

Presentation

Deb Cady gave an excellent powerpoint presentation about her
ancestor, Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

Bonnie Rashleigh gave a very informative presentation about each original
chapters’ history.
Officers Present-
Regent- Bonnie Rashleigh
Recording Secretary- Cindy Bramson
Treasurer- Joan Dirrill
Registrar- Laura King
Historian/Chaplin- Theresa Smith
Members Present
Deb Cady, Gayle Glick, Ruth Babel-Smith, Sharon Demuth, Laura King, Linda
Larkin, Sara Meyer, Lynn Rashleigh, Donna Schmidt, and Deb Warner.

Meeting called to Order
Opening Ceremony and Ritual

Secretary’s Minutes
The minutes from March’s meeting was sent to everyone. There was not a
meeting in April due to the Coronavirus restrictions.

Treasurer’s Report
April Income $1,377.64
April Expenses $ 205.00
Checking Account Balance $3,912.24
The chapter has a $60,000.00 money market account. This money was left to
the chapter by a member who passed away. Some of the interest was given to
the schools we support in the past. The past few years the donations to the
school has been reduced. Joan Drill, our treasurer suggested maybe increase
the donation to the schools. Interest earned last year was $1,184.07
Motion to approve the report was made by Deb Warner and it was second by
Donna Schmidt.



Constitution Minute.
Sent ahead on 4/30/20

Conservation Minute
Sent ahead on 4/30/20

American Indian Minute
This was presented by Deb Cady. She discussed the life of Tecumseh, a Native
American Shawnee warrior and chief. As well as his involvement in Ohio, War of
1812, and the Northwest Indian War.

Old Business
Continental Congress Delegates- for this year were Sharon Daniels and Gayle
Glick. The Continental Congress meeting in Washington was cancelled and they
will be putting part of it online. So members who are not going to the Congress
will be able to access some of the presentations.

Wood County Bicentennial Ad

An ad was placed in the special Wood County BicentennialBooklet that will be
put out this summer . This is part of our mission to celebrate our history and to
let residents know about our chapter. The executive board made the decision

since there was not an April meeting.

Fort Findlay Chapter
They have cancelled all of their activities for the spring and summer, including
the tour to Hayes and Garfield’s homes.

Fallen Timbers Multi-Chapter DAR function
At this time we have not heard anything further from the MetroPark/National
Park Service on whether we will have it or not.

New Business

Web Page

A website has been purchased and Debbie Cady has been diligently working on
it. The address is https://www.uwbsndar.org The member

only section password is 1998uwbs.

Facebook Page.

Linda Larkin has been working on our Facebook page. There was a discussion
about the way to approach it, private/public. If we want to do more of a
historical side not meetings if public. It will be a discussion for June.


https://www.uwbsndar.org

June’s Program

Next month we were to go out to Schooner Farms. Evaluation of the
situation as that time gets closer. If we like how these electronic meetings
go, we can have our June meeting online also.

Program Committee

Anyone willing to help planning next year’s meetings — Lizbeth and Bonnie will
be working on this. If you have access to any type meeting space, we would
love to know about it. We will have 4 meetings next year at Ft Meigs, but there
are 4 other meetings to plan.

Our Chapter’s Recognition of Members

American Heritage Contest- National Award

The theme was “Rise and Shine: the Women’s Suffrage Movement”. One of the
categories was crafts and Bonnie Rashleigh entered and was awarded 3rd place
nationally for her project, caning a chair. A wonderful honor- Congratulations.
There was a nice article in the Bowling Green Sentinel Tribune on May 2, 2020.
For those of you that did not see the article | have attached to the end of the
minutes.

Chapter members making Face Masks for the Coronavirus pandemic.
Laura King

Bonnie Rashleigh

Donna Schmidt

Theresa Smith

Phyllis Zibbel

A motion was made to adjourn by Debbie Cady and Sharon Demuth second the
motion.

Respectively submitted, Cindy Bramson

Next Meeting is June 13, 2020 - Location to be announced



If this chair could talk: Pemberville
woman restores antique, wins

award By Debbie Rogers, Sentinel-
Tribune Editor May 2, 2020

=

Bonnie Rashleigh.
Photo by J.D. Pooley/Sentinel-Tribune



The chair was woven in a herringbone weave using binder cane, but also
smoked hickory splint.
Photo by J.D. Pooley/Sentinel-Tribune

PEMBERVILLE — Bonnie Rashleigh wove history and love into a chair that she
re-purposed to honor her remarkable grandmother.

“When it came time to give this chair new life, | wanted it to be as different and as
stunning as my grandmother’s life had been,” said Rashleigh, who does chair
caning and weaving as part of the business, Rick’s Wood & Wire, with her
husband.

She took her grandmother’s old rocking chair, reweaved it and entered it into the
Daughters of the American Revolution American Heritage contest, in the basketry



category. This year’s theme was Rise and Shine Your Light on the 19th
Amendment.

The chair won third place nationally.

The rocking chair had an original seat in it, and was probably 80 years old,
Rashleigh said.

“Since we had the capabilities to redo it, | wanted to do it a little bit different than
you’'d normally see. | chose a two-tone look,” she said.

The chair was woven in a herringbone weave using binder cane, but also
smoked hickory splint. This two-toned weave made the pattern stand out, she
said.

Rashleigh’s grandmother, Ethelyn “Babe” Patton, was born in 1897 in Toledo,
and as a young child fell down the stairs and broke her back. She spent years in
casts and was not expected to survive past 1911.

She was a determined young woman and rose above the odds to lead a normal
healthy life, Rashleigh said in her entry. Her spirit and zest for life led her to
march as a suffragette, a World War | Red Cross volunteer, a factory worker for
war production and an aviation spotter during World War |l.

She was a wife and then a divorced mother to two young girls back in the days
when divorce rarely happened, Rashleigh wrote in her DAR entry.

Her home was filled with woven furniture of all types, wicker, caning and woven
chairs.

“l was raised by my grandmother and was taught the value of family, home and
commitment to what you believe in. This rocking chair was grandma’s favorite
chair, she was short and after the broken back had a severe curvature of the
spine. This was the most comfortable chair for her,” Rashleigh said. “We would
sit together for hours and she would tell me stories of our ancestors and of her
life as a young woman.

“I saw the beautiful dress she wore during the Suffrage parades. | was shown the
scar on her forehead when she was beaten by strike busters at her factory job.
We looked at the identification pin that she wore and the aircraft identification



books used as she watched for enemy planes from the roofs of local buildings.
This old chair was special.”

The chair was brought back to Pemberville for a photo opp a few weeks ago, but
Rashleigh has already passed it on, so it can be loved and nurtured by other
family members.

“l also wanted the chair to have a good life in a home where there would be
grandchildren to rock and love. When completed, | gifted it to my sister-in-law to
rock and read to her grandchildren and to use as a favorite knitting chair.”

Rashleigh said a variety of arts were entered into the DAR contest.

“You could make dolls, paint, write a song or poem — anything that would be
considered arts and crafts,” she said. “Each year it has a different theme. Since
this year is the anniversary of women’s right to vote, the theme is Rise and Shine
Your Light on the 19th Amendment.”

Rashleigh has been married to Rick for 43 years and they have two children; a
son died in a vehicle accident in 1999. In addition to helping at the business,
Rashleigh works at the ProMedica Pathology Laboratory in Toledo.

She’s making a place in history right now, too. Rashleigh is part of the COVID-19
antibody testing.

To join DAR, Rashleigh had to do some extensive research, to trace her lineage
to the American Revolution.

‘I had my husband’s line back to 1770 and my grandma’s line back to Poland and
Switzerland, but | didn’t know much about my grandpa, who was her husband.
He ran away from home and they didn’t talk about it much,” said Rashleigh, who
called herself a genealogy nerd.

“Finally one day | came back, and more and more records are being published
online. | happened to find his parents’ wedding license online. That opened up
the floodgates.”

She’s been a member of DAR since 2012. The Ursula Wolcott - Black Swamp
Chapter meets regularly in Maumee and has 51 members on the roster.



A June ceremony is planned for the DAR award for the chair, but Rashleigh
doubts that will happen, with the coronavirus pandemic.

Rashleigh said that she has always been a crafter and started with the weaving
when Rick opened the business. He does the furniture refinishing and replacing,
and she handles the chair caning and weaving.

“I grew up surround by wicker and cane furnishings.”

It wasn’t until Rick’s Wood & Wire opened in 2001 and they started getting calls
for the specialized work that Rashleigh took it up.

“I have a crafty background and just dove into it,” she said. “The seat weaving is
what | do for relaxation and to help out the shop.”



